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Motor Yacht CV-9

Cruising Brazilian Waters………


B
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razil! Where to start? I should first say that it is well worth the trek down to this unique and diverse country. Each area varies from the last, even if you’ve only cruised a mere 20 miles. From the beautiful, quiet anchorages of Ilha Grande (island) to the bustling streets of Rio de Janiero that parallel the most famous beaches in the world; each day you’re somewhere new that has a completely different scene. One could easily spend an entire season cruising just from Ilhabela to Buzios and still have a few unturned stones. During our short three week cruise we probably only experienced about 20% of what was possible along the coast of the state of Rio de Janeiro. That is simply the best reason to return to this wonderful and exciting coastline that is rather untouched by megayachts.  

[image: image5.emf]Immigration preparation; or “Immigration Confusion” rather! While in Fort Lauderdale planning our trip down there was somewhat of a conflict on whether or not to acquire visas for the crew. Typically, most people visiting Brazil must apply for a tourist visa which is easy enough to obtain form a Brazilian consulate. Their consulate in Miami stated to our chief stewardess, who came armed with completed applications and passport photos, that we would need a “confirmation letter” from Brazilian immigration in Rio de Janiero. This was first step in obtaining a “business class” visa that cost $1,000 (USD) each and may take up to 6 weeks to issue. During the same week that this information unfolded, I had settled on a shipping agent for Brazil to assist with clearance and fueling as the language barrier was clearly something that I would have problems with. The agents insisted that official seaman discharge books (of either the crewmembers home country or the flag state of the vessel) were all that would be needed to enter the country. Since we all have Marshall Islands Discharge Books I shelved matter and checked it off my list.

We landed in Brazil after a very pleasant ten day transit from Trinidad, Cabo Calcanhar was good to us, the point where the winds meet with southerly Atlantic currents that come at the continent from the east. On this arrival in the city of Salvador, we met with an irate immigration official who was quite upset before even boarding the vessel and seeing our documents. It [image: image6.jpg]


seemed to have something to do with the fact that we moored at a marina rather being out in the ship anchorage. At 322 registered tonnage there was often confusion on how to deal with us while we were in Brazil, “ship vs. yacht?” This official wanted us to have visas and that was that. The agents did their best to portray us as shipping crew but it was a moot point with this officer. As it was Saturday, we were restricted to the boat until offices opened Monday morning to sort out what would be done. However they did say we could visit the restaurant at the top of the marina quay that was one of the best sushi joints we’ve ever been to! First thing Monday morning we went down to the Federal Police Headquarters and a very polite immigration officer said that he would grant us entry with the discharge books. Although with some stipulations, the crew could not travel abroad outside of the immediate location of the yacht. 
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How to clear in without conflict? Enter the newly formed Brazilian Chapter of Superyachts Society. I wish I been introduced to these gentlemen a week or two earlier! Captain Abraham Rosemberg (Ret, Brazilian Navy) of MCP Yachts and Ricardo Ermel (Sailing Director) of the Rio de Janiero Yacht Club along with John DeCaro of All Ocean yachts provided a plethora of information during our delay in Salvador. Captain Rosemberg stated that as we were a private yacht, visiting Brazil for the “owner’s private cruise” (meaning no commercial business or chartering) that we the crew were basically tourist. “You are considered a PLEASURE CRAFT with foreign flag. The Maritime regulation that applies to you is NORMAM 3 (Pleasure Craft). You check in the first port and check out in the last port on departing Brazil for good (Navy, Customs-Receita Federal, and Immigration-Policia Federal). The Iate Clube (Yacht Club) of Rio de Janeiro knows all the pertinent procedures”. So if we would have had the tourist visa, along with the representation of Superyachts Brazil, there would have been no problems, (probably not). There would have been the issue of getting the Brazilian Consulate in Miami to issue them, but they should be approached as if you were taking down a family boat and not project the idea of professionally, paid crew. Simply get onboard with Superyachts Brazil in the early stages of planning and there will be no delays. Superyachts Brazil is working hard to have such protocol standardized in the very near future, hopefully starting with the consulate in Miami. They are also working on amending laws that will allow foreign flagged vessels to actually charter in Brazil. Something they hope to accomplish in under two years. I think this is fantastic, as it would be very easy to run ten day charters all season long in between Ilhabela and Buzios for an unforgettable Brazilian yachting experience. With all that being said, simply contract Superyachts Brazil to represent you while cruising Brazil and everything will be quite simple. After getting onboard with them, I didn’t require the shipping agents who were still insisting I clear in and out of each port, I never took a pilot (not needed anywhere as the navigation is very safe and simple) and anything or contact we needed was a phone call away (at anytime!). In fact after unforeseen delays departing Florida, a technical delay in Trinidad and the Immigration hold up in Salvador we arrived in Rio only three days ahead of the Bosses three week holiday cruise. The support we received from Superyachts Brazil enabled us to pull off a great trip for the owners as they bent over backwards to make certain we had all the information on services needed. We’ve had more difficultly in putting together a trip in Canada than in Brazil.
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Therefore the best place to base out of is the Rio de Janiero Yacht Club. We anchored out just pass the club’s mooring field and tendered in regularly. The club also runs a 24/7 tender so crew may easily return to the boat at anytime for about a dollar. The club itself is amazing, they offer a chandlery, restaurant, lounge, pool ($20 day pass after inspecting your toes), barber shop, rigging shop, sail loft (North Sails), gas station, small clothing store (Yacht Club wear available), podiatrist onsite (most injuries begin at the foot!?), full size movie theater, billiards hall, Caterpillar Service Technicians, haul out facilities for up to about a 34’ power boat, and one of the most incredible sailing centers I have ever seen. They even offered to loan us a boat for a day sail. No wonder some of the best Olympic sailors on the planet have developed out of the programs here. The only cruising guide you need for all of Brazil I bought at Bluewater Books in Fort Lauderdale: “Cruising the Coast of Brasil” by Marcal Ceccon. Similar to Charlie’s Charts, it is well [image: image20.jpg]



put together and I found the data to be very accurate. The NOAA charts we were using were fine, as I said the navigation is very straight forward and conditions beyond pleasant. Additional guidebooks are not necessary, I purchased one that also included some other South American destinations and never opened it while in Brazil!
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High end reliable transportation is very easy in and around the state of Rio de Janiero. For ground transportation and tours within the city all you need Arnaldo Bichucher of Transpan transportation. He can handle it all with his well detailed vehicles and punctual drivers at a fair charge. He handled all our ground transfers and a couple of tours as well, on which Arnaldo himself was the guide. The best in Rio! It is also easily possible to utilize helicopter transportation from Rio de Janiero International Airport to anywhere within the region, and the charges are surprisingly reasonable. Universal Aviation is the ground handler at Rio Int’l and can assist with arranging any other air transportation within the region. They even sent their Rio station coordinator over to Cabo Frio to support our program there on two separate departures as there is no permanent FBO at this location. Mr. Ermel can also arrange helicopter transportation to any of the available landing pads within the area expanding your guest’s inbound/outbound logistics. I was told that Brazilian businessmen often use helicopters for efficient and cost effective transportation within the region.

Provisioning isn’t too difficult as long as you have time for the Chef to do it themselves. Certainly plan on allowing the process to take three to four times longer than normal. Too much detail gets lost in translation for you to count on an order being properly filled by a [image: image11.jpg]


service (or provisioner) and of the desired quality. For vegetables there is a high end market that requires a license for professional access only. This is usually held by staff of hotels and restaurants within the city that frequent the place three or four times a week. Mr. Ermel can gain your Chef access to this market with some prearrangement. The catch is that it opens at 0200hrs and the good items go fast. I’ve never before loaded in provisions at 0430, but the quality obtained made it worth getting up in the middle of the night! There are also good quality supermercados (grocery store called Zona Sul) in Ipanema and nearby Leblon that we found after our Bosses trip, but was “better late than never” and utilized to provision for our cruise south out of Brazil. Our Chef was pleased with the quality he found at these supermercados.  
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Fueling in Brazil can be a challenge, mostly due to access. Our regular fuel broker said that Brazil was very difficult as the industry is completely state controlled and that they could not assist us while cruising there. However in Rio, fueling was made incredibly simple at the yacht club by our Superyachts Brazil Agent, Mr. Ricardo Ermel, at the Rio de Janiero Yacht Club. While Superyachts is working on a protocol where the Club may allow overnight mooring for large yachts in the future, for now we could only moor for the day, which was fine. Two trucks were brought to within 50 meters of CV-9 and the process took less than two hours; much, much more realistic than in Salvador. However the final procedure there was also a simple and economical process thanks to Mr. Andre Brandao, a local yachtsman and businessman. He did say that a barge that could fuel yachts would open soon very close to the Bahia Marina. Until then, his abandoned cement plant location worked wonderfully and saved us a lot of time and expense. Up to a 50 meter yacht could easily get in to the river north of town where we fueled through Mr. Brandao’s services.  

So I suggest to prepare in Rio even if the guests will meet initially the yacht elsewhere due to provisioning, supplies, services and anything else you may need. Not to mention that the crew will greatly appreciate having any days off in Rio with so many options for some R&R. Buzios is about 7 hours east and Ihabella is 12 hours to the west. I would suggest starting west and ending any [image: image13.jpg]


trip in Buzios, our favorite area visited. That puts Rio in the middle to break up the short cruising in the very placid ocean in between each of these three areas. The Bahia Ilha Grande (bay of Grand Island) is all inside and quite protected, you could easily spend all ten days cruising here and have not seen all the anchorages. Many consider it the best cruising of Brazil. 
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The two long runs are Bahia Ilha Grande to Rio and then Rio to Buzios. We simply started very early and by the time the guests were wrapping up a late breakfast we were launching the water sports gear. The only stretch we encountered any type of sea, and did each time we were there, was between Cabo Frio and Buzios. This is the last 90 minutes or so of the Rio to Buzios leg. It is only 15 miles where the coast turns to the north and into a lee shore. Any discomfort to the guests was short-lived and completely forgotten once they got ashore in the colorful and bustling Buzios. Buzios is the only town in Brazil where English is widely spoken and is host to numerous above average restaurants, bars and night clubs. The shopping there for the ladies is also above average with many high end stores in between the typical tourist trinket shops. The town center is all cobblestone streets and closed to traffic in the evenings for comfort and safety. Don’t forget the beaches, there eleven of them along the 5 kilometer peninsula are they are typically packed with people from all over the world. Our guests loved Buzios and we spent five days there total and disembarked guests twice. Buzios is about an hour drive from the Cabo Frio aeropuerto that is long enough for any private aircraft, makes for an easy departure location out of Brazil.

A west to east itinerary, with Buzios being the disembarking point puts everything within easy reach. The many anchorages and good diving around Ilha Grande make for a good starting point. For diving around Ilha Grande contact Daniel Gouvêa of Elite Dive Center who operate off the island and have excellent knowledge of the sites. The historical town for Paraty is at the west end of the bay and well worth a day or two stop for a walking tour of the narrow cobblestone streets. The town itself is a national historical landmark with an excellent walking tour / history [image: image15.jpg]


lesson and boasts four or five above average restaurants. Merlin do Mar being one that we visited for Christmas dinner and an enjoyable evening ashore. A chef note for Paraty: there is a good fish market right on the Paraty waterfront for fresh fish mid-trip. While cruising Bahia Ilha Grande there is the Marina Verolme that has a helicopter pad and more than basic services, they were extremely accommodating when we needed a location to exchange guests from Rio, which is about a two hour drive from the Bay area. And on Ilha Grande (island) itself there are so many quaint anchorages, with floating restaurants and bars that stay very busy during the day as the local schooner tour boats shuttle tourists and beach goers to and from the mainland all day long. Although the beaches on the island are not overcrowded in the least as they are in the city. Ensenada dos Palmas gets our favorite vote with its calm anchorage and beautiful beach where there is a short 20 minute walk over a the island to the ocean side and guests will find snack huts and the best surf break in Brazil.   
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 After leaving Bahia Ilha Grande a stop through Rio de Janiero will put your guests into party mode and onto the most famous beaches in the world. No trip to Brazil can be complete without a day at Copacabana or Ipanema Beach! It is quite the scene down there and less than a mile from the Yacht Club. There are plenty of other daytime activities to choose from as well; the funicular to the crest of Sugarloaf for the best view in South America, Famous Corcovado (Jesus) statue that overlooks all of Rio. , are both easily accessible from the Yacht Club. Then start the evening off at one of any of the fantastic restaurants in town. The famous “Porcao” is only a five minute drive for an authentic Brazilian Churrascaria (Steakhouse) Experience. Then hit one of the many nightclubs in town. Yes, it would be possible to spend a week straight with guests in Rio but there isn’t any cruising to speak of around Botafogo Bay where the Yacht Club anchorage is located. If guests want to spend excessive time in Rio I would suggest to stay at the Copacabana Palace or the Caesar Park Hotel after the cruise is over, there is too much to see and do outside of the city limits when able to cruise the coast aboard a yacht.  

I could obviously ramble on for quite a while on cruising Brazil and I was only there for a month! Her waters are beautiful, the people are welcoming and the weather is warm. A yacht can find everything they need there and with Mr. Ermel’s assistance anything is possible. There are certainly a few other regions that are worthy of cruising as in Bahia Todos Santos near Salvador and Florianopolis to the south, we simply didn’t have the time. So brush up on your Portuguese and trek down (or over) for an exciting and fresh yachting destination. I am certainly looking forward to my next cruise in Brazil, “Vale a pena!”

-Captain Ethan H. Lee 

Elee1013@earthlink.net
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The Contacts:

Mr. Ricardo Ermel

Superyachts Brazil

Director of Sailing

Rio de Janiero Yacht Club (ICRJ)

+55.21.8743.3322

Ermel@icrj.com.br
Captain Abraham Rosemberg (Ret, BN)

Superyachts Brazil

MCP Yachts

Santos, Brazil

+55.13.3261.5327 Office

aberg@mcpyachts.com
www.mcpyachts.com
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Mr. Arnaldo Bichucher

Transpan Transportation/Tour Services

+55.21.3322.1187 Office

+55.21.7841.0467 Mobile

Transpan@transpan.com.br

Mr. Braulio Silva

Universal Aviation

+55.21.3398.3287 Office

+55.21.3398.3286 Cell

bsilva@univ-wea.com.br
www.univ-wea.com
Andre’ Brandao
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Brandao Shipping Agency (Fueling in Salvador)

Salvador, Brazil

andre@brandao.com.br
55-71-3254.0600 Office (Skype: AndreBf)

Daniel Gouvêa

Dive Elite

Ilha Grande Island, Bahia Ilha Grande

+55.24.9991.9292

Daniel Gouvêa [atendimento@elitedivecenter.com.br
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